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ÅWithin the diversity of learners attending schools in South Africa, 
there is a likelihood that some learners may experience Mild 
intellectual barriers to learning. Learners who experience Mild 
intellectual barriers to learning display significant limitations in 
both intellectual functioning and in adaptive behaviour (AAIDD, 
2010:6). 

ÅSignificant changes have taken place since the adoption of 
Education White Paper 6 (2001), including the proclamation 
which entitled all learners to the right to equal and quality 
education (Mitchell, 2008) together with their peers and in 
mainstream schools located in their neighbourhoods (Phasha, 
2010). This pronouncement declared that all learners, regardless 
of special needs or barriers, such as mild intellectual barriers to 
learning, have the right to be educated in mainstream schools. 
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ÅThe changes effected by Education White Paper 6 (EWP), also 
include the acknowledgement of the central role that parents 
and teachers occupy in the education process as indicated in 
Education White Paper 6: Building an Inclusive Education and 
Training System (Department of Education, 2001:7).

ÅHowever, Donald, Lazarus and Lolwana(2002; 2010) 
observed that (education)models inherited from the past still 
have a pervasive effect on the ground. This is partly because 
South Africans were exposed to a pedagogy of domination for 
a long period of history, and the effects of these beliefs and 
teachings are still engrained in the minds of some of its 
people (Phahsa, 2010). 
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ÅThus, transformation to a pedagogy of inclusive 
Education (Mampane, 2015: 105) to support learners 
who experience mild intellectual barriers to learning, 
their parents and teachers, is not without challenges.

ÅResearchers have observed that the implementation of 
inclusive education practices, particularly in South Africa, 
experiences major obstacles with regards to large classes, 
negative attitudes towards learners who experience  
barriers to learning, a lack of support services, rigid 
teaching methods, and a lack of parent involvement 
(Mitchell, 2008:28; Walton, 2011; Walton & Lloyd, 2011; 
Engelbrecht, Nel, Nel& Tlale, 2015).  
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